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a certain esquire of our Lord the Prince telling the same in the
shop of John, his master, before-mentioned. And afterwards,
being diligently examined hereupon, as to whether he had any
knowledge of this esquire, he said that he had no knowledge
of his person, nor did he hear such esquire relate the said news,
as he had before alleged. But he said that he heard one Alan
Grygge, chaundehr^ relating the said news in manner aforesaid,
by the shop of the said John, his master.... And the jury, by
assent of the parties chosen, by John Rygge and eleven others,
said, upon their oath, that the said Alan Grygge did not utter
the words aforesaid, or say as the said Nicholas above imputed
to him. Therefore it was adjudged that the same Alan should
go acquitted thereof; and that the said Nicholas, for the lie of
which he was so convicted, and by him maliciously invented,
should have the punishment of the pillory; to stand thereon
for one hour of the day, and to have the whetstone hung from
his neck, for such liars, according to the custom of the City,
provided.
13       CHILD-STEALING
1373. (p. 368.) Alice de Salesbury, a beggar, was ad-
judged to the pillory called the "tkewe? for women ordained,
by award of the Mayor and Aldermen* there to stand for one
hour in the day; for that, on the Sunday before, she had taken
one Margaret, daughter of John Oxwyke, grocer, in the Ropery*
in London, and had carried her away, and stripped her of her
dothes, that she might not be recognized by her family; that
so, she might go begging with the same Alice, and gain might
be made thereby.
14     CHAUCER'S LEASE
*374- (P- 377-) "To all persons to whom this present
writing indented shall come, Adam de Bury, Mayor, lie Alder-
men, and the Commonalty of the City of London, greeting.
Know ye that we, with unanimous will and assent, have granted
and released by these presents unto Geoffrey Chaucer the
whole of the dwelling-house above the Gate of Aldgate, with
the rooms built over, and a certain cellar beneath the same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